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Again the Anti-ſckipturids, 5 
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2 Tim. 3. 16. 


| AUScripture is given by Inſpira- 
tion.of God. 


N the verſe preceding, it isfaid 
concerning the Scriptares of 
the Old Teftarent, that they 
are able to make a man wile 
unto ſalvation, 4:4 wir; ri; is 
x28 ine7 (by the faith whichis inJefus 
Chriſt) : And it follows immediate- 
ly, All Scripture, &c. 
'R1 ins (the Faith) is often by a 
Metonymy taken for the Goſpel, 
which 1s the ObjeF of the Faith of 
Chriſtians. We read often of the, 
a Preaching, and * Hearing of F aith 5» $2923 
of the© Analogie of Faith, *the com-* Rom.12, 
mon Faith * which was once delivered , +. _ ”. 
to the Saints ( in the preaching of «Jud. 3. 
Chriſt, and the Writings of his Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles) and fo I con- 
ceive it 1s to be taken in this place. 
3 So 


Againl} the 


So that the-wweaning of the whole 19 
this, The 04 Teſtament underſtood 
and expounded according to the Ara- 
logy of the New, is able to make a 
man wiſe. And the Pen-men of the 
Canonical Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment (wherein Timothy had been in- 
ſtructed ws Beiow) and of the Books 
of the New Teſtament ( which ex- 
cept thoſe of S. John were extantbe- 
fore the writing of this Epiſtle) were 
inſpired and direFed by the Spirit of 
God. 

The words of the Text are an entire 
Propoſition , aſſerting the Divine Au- 
thority of the Canon of Scripture 
and my endeavour ſhall be at this time 
to prove the truth of that Propoſition. 
Wherein, that I may proceed with all 
plainnef and clearneſs, I ſhall premiſe 
two words by way of —_ 

Precaution. 

I. By way of Petition , I ſuppoſe and 
take for granted; 

I. The great principle of the 

power of God, and his provi- 
_ dencein governing the world. 
2. That our Body of Canonical 
; Books 
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Books of the Old Teftament, 
| is the ſame with that which 
| was in Uſe in the time of - 
| Chrift and his Apoitles, And 
h our body of the New Telta- 
ment the ſame which was az:- 
ciently received 1n the 
, Church. So that what ſhall 
be proved of thoſe, is applica- 
WW Nþ ble to the Original Scripture 


| «ſed in our time. 
I 3. That thoſe Books of New Te- 
ſtament whoſe Authors were 
: not anciently queitioned,were 
- Written by thoſe Authors 
n whoſe Nazze they bear. And 
« that thoſe few others which 
; were ſometimes queſtioned 
1 by ſome particular Churches, 
> and afterward Univerſally 


received, contain in them no 
one point of Faithor Manners 


1 dillentient from the Contents 
of thoſe Books which were 

> never queitioned. 

- 2, By way of Precaution and Ad- 

I 2:01ition | muſt intreat you to t4ke 1s- 

F, tice, that I ſhall not now meddle with 

s A 4 the 
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the Controverſies concerning Apo= 
crypha, Tranſlations, Keri and Chetib, 
Hebrew points, various Lefions, dubi- 
ous Authors or parts of Scripture. 

But my. endeavour at this time ſhall 
be to Afert the Divine Authority of 
the body and ſabſtance of the Original 
Books of the Canon of the Old and 
New Teſtanient: And this not in the 
way of common place , but in a par- 
ticular Examination or Refutation of 
the moſt dangerous 9pinions of the 
Anti-ſcripturiits, which are theſe. 

I. Of thoſe whopretend to believe 
the truth of the New Teſtament, and 
yet they deny the Divine Authority 
of the 01d. 

IT. Of thoſe who pretend to be- 
heve the truth, but deny the divine 
Authority of the New Teſtament. 

II. Of ſuch as pretend to believe 
matters of fa to have been truly re- 
lated in the New Teſtament, but do not 
believe the truth of the Do@Grinal 
parts relating to Faith and ' Man- 
mers. 

IV. Such as dery the truth of the 
Relation of matters of Fad in the 
| New 
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New Teſtament, and in conſequence 
reje# the whole Body of Scripture. 
Of theſe as briefly and plainly as I 
can. 

I. The firſt Opinion is of thoſe, 
who pretending to believe the Truth of 
the New Teſtament, deny the Divine 
Authority of the 01d Teſtament. The 
Severians, and the Manichees, Baſpli- 
des, and Carpocrates of old: The 
Catabaptiſts of later times , ſome 
Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, and other 
Fanatical Sectaries amongſt our 
ſelves. 

In oppoſition to theſe, I ſhall ſhew, 
that ſuppoſing the truth of the New 
Teſtament, the Divine Authority of the 
Old Teſtament 1s to be acknowledg- 
ed : Becauſe the Divine Authority of 
the 01d Teſtament is aſſerted by Chriſt 
and his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles in the 
New. 

1. Next to the Redemption of the 
world, the great buſineſs which Chriſt 
had todoupon Earth, was toConvince 
men that he was the 2/eſſzas, and fo 
to aſlert his Legiſlative Authority. 
And the great Argument _— 

uſe 


J 


Agatnlt the 


uſed for the conviction of the world 
was this. 

All the 2f«rks and the entire Cha- 
raFer of the Meſliah, and of his Acti- 
onsand Paſſions, were prefieured and 
foretold by the Law and the Frophets, 
and the Pſzlms, 3.e. in the Yolume of 
the Old Teſtament. 

And all things foretold or prefi- 
gured concerning the Meſſiah, were 
accompliſhed by himſelf. 

So that though the great Works of 


Ehriſt, andthe purity and excellency | 
of his Do@rine, and of his Life were | 


of themſelves ſufficient to juiFifie the 


Introdudtion of his Law into the | 
World, yet he was pleaſed to reſolve | 


(as it were) his own Authority inte 


the Divine Authority of the Old Te- | 


ſtament, and to makeuſe of thoſe 0- 


ther manifeſtations of himſelf,mm a co- | 


ordination with that principle. 

And therefore we find him till 
preſſing the Jews with this,that if they 
did belicve the Writings of Moſes,and 
their other Scriptures, they mult of 
neceſſity believe hize allo. 


Jeh.s. 45% Aſoſes wrote of me ( ſaith he) 
where- |} 


Anti-ſcripturils, I1 


wherefore, did ye believe 1/9ſcs, ye 

would believe we. The Scriptures 

teſtifie of me, therefore ſearch them 
diligently, ipwrere T4 yeaode. For the 1995-39 
attuining of everlaſting life he refers 

the Lawger to the Law, What js Luk.10.26 
written in the Law ? how readeſt thou? 
For the avoiding of the place of tor- 
ments, he makes Abraham refer the 
Relations of Dives to Moſes and the 
Prophets. 

In all -his Diſputations with the 
Phariſees and Sadduces, the Lawyers 
and the Scribes, he makes his appeal 
to the Sceraptures of the. Old Teſta- 
ment., Andleit any one ſhould think 
that in all this he did only argue ad 
homines ( that diſputing with the 
Jews he only proceeded upon their 
own Hypotheſis) we find him inthe 
courſe of his Miniſtration poſttively yyie.cs _ 
aſſerting, that the Scriptures -»ſ# be Joh.10.35 
fulfilled; that they cannot be bro- 
ken; that he came not to deſtroy the 
Law and the Prophets, but to fullfil yy. 18. 
them; and that Heaven and Farth 
ſhall paſs away, before one jot or 
tittle of theſe ſhould periſh, until all 

Was 


Luk. 15.29 


Mar. 3.31, 


Againlt the 
was fulfilled. Thus he aflerted the 
Authority of the Old Teſtament be- 
fore his death. 
And after his ReſurreTion he made 
a real demonſtration that the Old 


Teſtament was given by inſpiration 
of God ; for on the day of his Re- 


ſurre&ion, falling into company of 


two of his Diſciples, going to Em- 


Luk.24-27 2244/5 : He began at Moſes and all the 


Prophets, and expounded to them 
in all the Scriptures the things con- 
cerning himſelf. 

es afterward when the Eleven 
were come together, as a recapitula- 


' tion of this his method, and that he 


44- 


might inſtru&t his Diſciples in it, he 
ſaid unto them, Theſe were the words 
which IT ſpake unto you, while I was 
get with you, that all things muſt be 
fulfilled, which were written in the 


Law of Moſes, and in the- Prophets, . 
and in the Pſalms (in the Volume of 


Old Teſtament) concerning me. He 
opened their underſtandings , and 
ſaid, thws it 1s written, and thas it 
behoved : And as a ſhort Idea of 
gy," *t they were to do, he tells them, 

and 
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and ye are Witneſſes of theſe things. 

2. In purſuance of this method. we 

find the Evangeliſts very curious, and 

very frequent 1n obſerving the ac- 
compliſhment of the Preſcriptions of 

the Old Teſtament, reciting ſome- 

times the ſpeeches of Chriſt, ſaying, 

that he aid ſuch, or ſuch a thing, to 

the end that the Scriptures might be 
fulfilled : 7 will not eat of the fruit of 

the Vine till all things be fulfill- 

ed. 5 

Sometimes 1n their own Perſons 
obſerving the accompliſhment of par- 
ticulars, and noting either particular 
portions of Scriptures which were 
fulfilled, or the fulfilling of the $cr- 

ptures cited at laree , without any 
particular Quotation. Thus the E- 
vangeliſts writing of the * Concepti- *** war.r. 
on, Þ Nativity, < Name of Chriſt, 4 ' FIGS... 
his coming out of Feypt, *dwelling at *war.2 25 
*[Nazareth, fmigration to Capernaum,,, 
:riding to Jeruſalem: Say that theſes 21, 4. 
things were done that the Scriptures 

(or the ſezying of the Prophet ) at 

large might be fulfilled : So hikewiſe 

for the circumſtances of his Paſſion, 

the 
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*Mat25. the'b flight of his Diſciples, i caſting 

i27.35. lots upon his Garments, * Fog 

Job.19-24 ven himto drink, piercing his ſide, 

= mones remaining unbroken; &*c. 

"  37- Other times they note the particu- 

Marg; lar Prophet, Chriſt * healed Diſcaſes, 

*mar.13. ® Poke in Parables, and that the ſay- 

mn ing of 1[44h the Prophet might be 

; fulfilled. e When Herod flew the 
Children , then was fulfilled that 
which was ſpoken by Jerexry the 
Prophet, Rachel weeping for her Chil- 
dren, &c. and once we find a quota- 
tion of the ſecond Pſalm, and the 
like : Th/s for the Evangeliſts. 

3- Laſily, the Divine Authority 
of the Old Teſtament is aflerted by 
the Apoitles: Whom we find every 
where 1 their Writings, citing the 

*Gal.3.1o Teſtimonies of the 4 Law and the*® 
Ys Prophets, and the *Pſums 5 appealing 
& 13 33. tothem, * what ſaith the Scripture? 
*Rom-4-2-* the Scripture hath concluded ſo or 
_— Argning out of them, oft times 
' afts 18, dived ly; thus not only the Apoſtles 
24-28. but Y 4pollos mightily convinced the 
*JaM- 4%5- Tews, ſometimes ab abſurdo, * do ye 

think the Scripture ſpeaks in vain ? 
Ia 
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Ina word, the Apoſtles followed the 


way and method which their Maſter 
taught them 5 they aſſerted that the 


i5 


Goſpel was * promiſed by the Prophets, *Rom.x.1s 
b witneſſed by the Law and the Pro- FT 
phets : ©by all the Prophets. Affirm- 18. & 16: 


ing of themſelves, that they believed 43: 


U/! things written inthe Lawand in - 
the Prophets : and that they continu- 


| ed teſtifying and ſaying *© »o other * 


things than the Prophets and Moſes did 
lay ſhould come. 

Finally, leſt any place ſhould be 
left for Lekting concerning any part 
of the Old Teltament, the ApoiZles 
have exprelly aſlerted concerning the 


AR.26. 


f Law, that it 1s holy, juſt, and good 3 *Rem. 5. 


Ithat the Prophets are holy, and *the, ,, 


I 2s 
3-21. 


Scriptures holy; that they are the *Tim.3.15 
i Oracles of God, * lively Oracles;, that ,Rom-3-2: 


7.38 


l God ſpake by the Prophets; ®that 2 
holy men of God ſpake as they were * 2 pet.1. 


moved by *the Holy Ghoſt. Laſtly, 


2k 


(1n the Text) that the ® is-g Yeuuale, 2 Tim 3. 


wherein Timothy had been inſtituted 
by his Mother, were giver by inſpi- 

ration of God. 
This is the ſenſe of the New Teſta- 
mens 
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ment concerning the Old Teſtament 3 
ſuppoſing therefore the Truth of the 
New Teſtament, the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Old Teſtament is to be 
acknowledged, contrary to the firſt 
Opinion of the Anti-ſcripturiſts. 

IT. The Second Anti-ſeriptural O- 
pinion 1s of thoſe whopretend to be- 
lieve the Truth, but they deny or 
doubt the Divine Authority of the 
New Teſtament, either of the whole 
body of the New Teſtament , or at 
leaſt of that part which delivers the 
Speeches and Writings of the Apo- 

les. 

Of this ſort there are ſaid to be 
m4ny, who by the power and influ- 
ence of their Education are reſtrained 
from denying or diſ-believing the 
Truth of the New Teſtament, and 
get through the infelicity of corrupt 
converſation are fallen from that 
Veneration Which is due to writings 
ſuppoſed tobe of Divine Authority. © 

For the Hiſtory of the New Te- 
ſtament they have the ſame reſpect 
which they have for Tacitus or Saluſt, 
or ſome ſuch other Hiſtory tor the 25 
ſtery 
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ftery of the Goſpel, the ſame. which 
they have for ſome parts of Plato, or 
remnants of Pythagoras, For the 
praFical parts, the ſame which they 
have for ſame parts of Cicers or Se- 
neca,or EpiGetus. All which writings 
they believe to be trxe, but no man 
believes them to be Divine. And ſome 
there are who pretend a great wene- 
ration for the ſpeeches of Chriſt, but 
have a meaner eſteem for the words, 
and writings of the Apoſtles. 

In oppoſitzon to theſe Opinions, I 
ſhall ſhew, that /appoſirg the words of 
Chrift and the Apoſiles to be True, it 
will follow, that they are to be e- 
ſteemed to be of Divine Authority. 
Becauſe Chriſt and the Apoſtles did 
profeſs and declare, that what they 
delivered to the world, was of Di- 
vine Authority. 

And becauſe our Lord Chriſt did un- 
dertake not only for h;»»ſelf, but for 
the Inſpirationof his Apoſtles allo* ' 

I. Inthe examination of the zex# 


Opinion, I ſhall be obliged to lay. 


before you ſome of the evidences of 


Divine Authority in Chriſt and his, 
B 


Apo- 
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* Mat, _ places , While he was in the Tem | 


Mar.11-27 ple teaching the People, and preach- 


oh.14.6 ®*I am the way, the truth and the! 
gþ.6.63 life : d The words which I ſpeak unto! 


Againlt the 
Apoſtles, here it is ſufficiext to pro- 
daee their aſſertions of it. 

The time of our Lord Chriſts »i- 
niſtration (betwixt three and four 
years) was ſpent in preaching and 
working , and his Authority was of- | 
ten queſtioned. | 

In L»ke 20. 1. and in the * paral- | 


ing the Goſpel, the Chief Priefts and 


the Scribes and the Elders came upon 
him, (aying, tell us by what Axtho- | 
rity thou doſt theſe things (preacheſt 
to the people) and who gave thee 
that Authority ? ; 
Knowing the perverſneſs of their | 
minds, he was zot pleaſed to gratifie| 
them at that time with a dire# an- + 
ſwer , but confounded them with a: 


queſtion concerning the Baptiſm of* 


John. 

Bnt at Other times,upon Other occa- | 
ons, we find the Divine Authority 
of his teaching abundantly declared 
and aſſerted by him, 


you 
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ou they are ſpirit, and they are 


ife. © The words which I ſpeak 1 * Joh.14- 


ſpeak not of my ſelf, but of the Fa- 


IQ». 


ther which dwelleth in me. 9 ay *Jeb.q6 


DodFrine 18 not mine, but his that 


ſent me. ®*t do nothing of my ſelf, Job-8.at 


but as my Father hath taught me fo 


I ſpeak. f 7 have not ſpoken of my* Joh.n2- 


ſelf; but the Father that ſext me, he 
ave me a Commandment what I 
ould ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak. 


49. 


8 17hatſpever I ſpeak therefore , even*® Joh. 12. 


asthe Father ſaid unto me, fol ſpeak. 


4 0s 


k Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, » mar. 24- 


but my words (hall ot paſs away. 
Thus did our Saviour aflert the 
Divine Authority of his Words. 
2. And ſo likewiſe the Apoſiles are 
very frequent in aſſerting the Di- 


; vine Authority of the things which 


they delivered. 
In the 15. of the 47s, we find 


| them aſſembled about the queſtion of 


Circumciſion 5 and they accounted it 
no robbery to entitle their Decrees to 
the Holy Ghoſt, 7t ſeemed good to 


| the Holy Ghef and to us, v. 18. 


Nor do they pretend to revelation 
B #: when 


3% 
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when gathered in Council only, 
- but each one ſevyerally for him- 
ſelf. | 
$. Peter profeſles of himſelf, thathe 
"x Per.g.r Was a *partuker of the glory which was 
revealed : And of his Goſpel, that it 
> rPet.1.5. was® revealed from Heaven. 


*zJoh-1.3. 8+ John declares that he had Gxonariay | 


with the Father and the Sor 3 as for 


his other writings, that they con- 


&Joh.1,1, tained the things ® which -he had 

: heard and ſeen with his eyes, which 

hehad looked on, and his hands had 
handled of the Word of life. 

As for the Apocalypſe, he profeſles, 

* Apoc. r. that being in the Spzrit 1n the Iſle of 


9, 10% Patmos hereceived it, and was com- 


ſ1h.19, Manded to wrzteit ina Book. 
The greateſt writer among the Apo- 
ſtles wasS. Pal, and the greateſt Que- 
flion hath always been (amongſt Un- 
believers) concerning his Calling and 
the Authority of his Goſpel. 
He knew this very well, and there- 
fore we find him aſlerting both his 
Calling and his Goſpel with abundant 
care and diligence. 
He affirms himſelf to have been 
an 


— 
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ar Apoſtle not * of man , neither by: ga... 
man, but by Jeſs Chriſt, and God 
the Father; That by » God himſelf he>goma.r. 
was ſeparated to preach, conſtituted aTim.1.11 
a Preacher, an Apoſtle, anda Defen- 1-17: 
der of the Goſpel. As concerning 
his Goſpel, he profeſles to have © re- <Eph.z.1. 
ceived it by Revelation of God. 

As for the Spirit wherewith he 
wrote and preached, he profeſled him- | 
ſelf 4ready to give a proof of Chriſt «:Cor.1z, 
ſpeaking in him. He appealed to the 3. 
Prophetick Spirit then in the Church, * Cer.14. 
e Tf any man think, himſelf a Prophet or 37- 
Spiritual , let him acknowledee ths 
things which Iwrite to be the Commund- 
ments of God. 

Out of this aſſurance it was that 
he enjoined his Epiltles to be readin , 
the Churches of f Coloſs, 8 Laodicea, _—_— 
k Theſſalonica, and i excommunicates ® 2 The, 
ſuch as ſhould be diſobedient in that 3: 14 
particular. 

And leſt any one ſhould here re- 
peat the ObjeFion made againſt our 
Saviour, Thox beareſt witneſs of thy 
ſelf, thy witneſs is not trn:. 

B 3 Y 
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S. Paul ſpeaking of all the Apoſtles, 


2Eph 4.11 affirms that God had * ſet theme in the 
+ $6 Church, and that *the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel was revealed to the holy Apo- 

files by the 8pirit. 
Particularly, notwithſtanding that 
diſpute betwixt S. Peter and S. Paul 


== 


on —»#myD 


* Porpby, (from the * firſt Ages of the Church * 


Hier. Pro- 


em. Galat, £O Our own Times, objected by Un- : 
& inc. 2. believersto the prejudice of Religi- | 
Cejſon, on) it 1s rexzarkable, that, in the ſame | 


place where S. Paul gives an account 
: Gal-2: how © Peter was to be blamed, and 
how and wherefore he withſtood him to 
his face at Antioch, he doth expreſly 
affirm, that the Goſpel of the Circumci- 
on was committed to Peter, and that 
God wrought efiecually in Peter to 
the Apoltleſhip of the Circumciſion. 
On the other fide S. Peter, in that 
very place, where he may ſeem to 
c2Pet-3-15 complain of the 4 Averinre of S. Pant, 
get even there he owns him as his be- 
loved Brother, acknowledges his Wife 


dom tohavebeen given him of God, * 


and numbers all his Epiſtles , inter 
Tas Mo:Tas eagas, amongſt the other 


Scriptures. 
. 3. Laſtly, 
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3- Laſily, for ſuch as would put 


a difference of degrees betwixt the 


Authority of the words of Corift, and 
the writings and Sermons of the Apo- 


ſtles, they may take notice, that the 


Authority of theſe, reſolves it (elf into 
the veracity of Chriſt himſelf. 

He it was who being to leave the 
World, promiſed his Diſciples again 


23 


and again, that he would * /zxd down :1gh.1s. 


upon them the Holy Spirit, that 


26, 


ſhould Þ ;»ſiru# them and tearh them » \,, 26. 
«ll things, that ſhould * Lead them into © 16-13: 


X . 4 
all truth, * Bringtotheir remembrance - 


all things which he himſelf had ſpo- 


I 4 26. 


ken, that ſhould * ſhew them things to* 16. 13- 


come, that with this Spirit they ſhould 
not be lightly daſh'd,or ſprinkled, but 


that they ſhould be # Zapzized, and cag, yg. 


as it were plunged into it, 

How all theſe Promiſes were per- 
formed, and how the 4/ertions of the 
Divine Authority of the Words of 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles were proved 
to be true, I am zextto ſhew. Tn the 
interim T conclude, that ſuppoſing. the 
truth of the words of Chriſt and his A- 
poſiler, they are to be eſteemed of Divine 
Amhority. B4 Ill. The 
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Againſt the 
IT. The third Opinion 1s of ſuch 


as pretend to believe matters of ſat. 
to have been truly related in the New | 
Teſtagzent , but they do not believe * 


the Art the Dodrinal parts re- 
lating fo Fapth or Manners. 

Of theſe there have always been 
z00 great 4,number, not only preter- 
nder a form of Chriſtia- 


nity deny the power thereof, but ge- | 


erally all ſorts of Hereticks, When 
Porphyrins had reyolted from Chri- 


ſtianity to Platoniſm, and had bent *' 
all his Forces againſt the $cripture- | 
Hiſtory, he was refuted not only by * 


Ladantins, and Methodins, men Or- 


thodox in Doftrine, but by Eſebins ! 


and Apollinaris3 and of late days, 
Socinus and others have well aſſerted 
the truth of the Scripture-Hiſtory 
who yet have been offended at the 
dogmaticab parts of the Goſpel, and 
concerning the Faith have made ſhip- 
mwrack. 

In Oppoſition to theſe I ſhall en- 
deavour to d-monſtrate, that, S»p- 
poling 3 _ Fad to be truly related 


in the New Teſtament, it is unreaſona- 


Anti-fcripturifts. 


| He toſuſpe@t the truth of any of the 
- | DodGrines delivered by Chriſt or his 
* Apoſtles. 
 Amonegit the various fancies con- 
; cerningReligzon,wherewith the whole 
* world hath been always embroiled : 
* Twothings there are wherein all the 
2 Sons of Adam have agreed; namely, 
3 I. That that 1s to be believed which 
# hath received the teſt;mony of God. 
And 2. That this teſtizzony 1s to be ga- 
| thered from inſtances of ſupernatural 
* Wiſdom and Power. 
 TInthe ſtudy of natural and Philo- 
7 ſophical Theologie, the Speculativs 
; amongſtthe Greeks and Romans, and 
; other Nations, ſoeht after Wiſdom, 
$ (Reaſon , and Demonſtration. But ) 
3 to reduce the People to the forms of re- 
| ligious Rites and Sacrifices preſcribed 
| them, they were made to believe the 


* 


Epiphanies of the Gods, and the ma- 
mfeſtations of their Wiſdom, and 
$ Power, by Oracles and Works ſirer- 
| natural. 
To theſe even Mahomerpretoinl-d 
though his great Argum?+* 1/25 from 
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Againlt the 


the Sword : and of the Jews I need ; 


not ſpeak. 

For a Forndation of R-ligion, and 
in our inqui(ition after that, ſhort of 
this Teſtimony we ought not to ſtay; 

urther we cannot go: And herein 1s 
the utmoſt of humane wiſdom to con- 

r well thoſe Evidexces upon which 
weadventure the zntereſt of our eter- 
nity. 

To this evidence therefore we ap- 


[oo in aflerting the Do&rine of ours 
ord Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 3 Name-> 
ly to the inſtances of Supernatural: 
Knowledge and Supernatural Power, 
whereby their Do@rine was atteſt-! 
8d. 7 
T ſhall not here wave the force, but? 
I ſhall decline the repetition of what! 
I have formerly ſpoken ooncerning* 
the atteſtations given to itby Y:{ble: 
Signs, Audible Voices, Apparitions of: 
Angels, F wang the Prophecies, Ee 
dences of Chriſts Reſurreion, Miſſion! 
of the Holy Ghoſt. ; 
In Joh. 7. 15. the Jews wondred at 
Chrilt that he Azew ary thing : Ho 


oweth. 


um 


j 
| 


Anti-ſcripturiſts, 


knoweth this man Letters, ſeeing he 
neverlearned them? but if we mark 
the Scriptures, we ſhall find that he 
knew all things, and that nething was 
withdrawn fromthe reach of his un- 
derſtanding. 

He knew the * fickneſ7 and death of , 
Lazarus, though abſent and at a di-+ _—_ 
ſtance; He ſaw Nathaniel under the® 4. 19. 
Fig-tree, and convinced htm that he 
was the Son of God, and the King of 
Iſrael : * Come ſee a man ((aid the Wo- Joh.4. 29 
man of Samaria) which told me all 
things thateyer I did, r not this the 


Chriſt ? 
He was Kaghwyrens : The ſecret% jg cs 
murmurs at his hard ſayings, the i7- 64 


ward*® deſires to ask him Queſtions; «15, 19, 


| thef Reaſonings and Dialogiſms ofthe *Luk.g.47 
! hearts of his Diſciples; s the ſecret 


8 Mat.12, 
; . 15, 25, 
Conncils of the Scribes and Phariſees, 

h Mar.2.9, 


btheir evzl ſarmiſings, i their treache-; 

, , -- - *Luk.6.9, 
rous intentions to 1ntrap him, * their « ryk. xe, 
mental Blaſphemy, were all naked and 17: 
manifeſt before him. 

He knew what was in man, and*Joh.2.24 
needed not that any one ſhould tell 251 
him 3 


28 Againlt the 
* Mat.z9; him * He knew the various Kinds of 
2t- Devils, and how they were to be e- 
Mat.r».2, JeAed: This Kind cometh not out 
Mar.z7.29 but by Prayerand F _ He knew 
the Fiſhes of the Sea, and where they fal 
were, and what was i: them. ; 
He knew not only things paſt and} ;,.. 
» Joh.18.4 preſent, but to come; ® He foreſaw all? _ 


® 0-1 


13.11. th1gs that were to come upon him, ? = 

©who it was that ſhould betray him, } , . 
eMar-20. he foretold his Diſciples aff zhe cir-} ,, . 
__ cumſtances of his Paſſion, *how he x 
23. Was tobe Betrayed,* Condemned, Ide-\ 


2 

. gen livered to the Gentiles , £ mocked, F — 

#Joh. 14. ſcourged, ſpit on, kill'd and Cru-® W: 
. B+ cified at Jeruſalem. a heb 

hes. Behold, (aith he, T tell you before 37 __.. 


b Let this ſaying (ink into your hearts. 
i Mat, k/ 


; WC 


£ X » . IF. FE 
He i forewarned Peter of his denial, 


x 3* kandthe Diſciples of their flight. bk - 
| He foretola things to come after bl L 
n —_— _ ow and —_ of the |, 
eſtruction of Jer#ſalem : The ſucceſs + 
of his Goſpel, the yy (unlikely) Y me 
> Joh, 12+ his Crucifixion, ® that it ſhould draw | | ,, 
*Mat.24. All men after him, *that it ſhould be | |. _ 
© 14. preachedand believed in the whole 
| world 


pica 


We 


d 
ll 
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, 


»Z and various inſtances mentioned in 
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; world * ſpreading it ſelf like Leaven, zygar.rs, 
; and like a grazz of Muſtard-ſeed, 41. 
| d that Satars Kingdom ſhould be de- * Ke 10, 


ſtroged fuddenly like lightning; not- 18, 


| withſtanding the © falſe Chriſts and mar.24. 


falſe Prophets which ſhould ariſe. 25, 
Theſe and many more were in- 
ſtances of the ſupernatural 4xowledee 


* of Chriſt : And for his power, the time 


would fail me to inſiſt upon the many 


the Goſpels. | 

I ſhall omit the exerciſe of his do- 
minion over the Sun, Moon.and Stars, 
Plants, and Animals, Earth, and 
Water, the Wind and the Sea, and 
briefly mind you of thoſe which con- 
cerned the bodies of men ; how he 
1. Fedtheir hunger, 2. Healed their di- 


? | ſtempers, 3. Raiſed their dead, and? Mar.1q. 


r 


of 
f 
Y 
© 


_ © 4+ Caſt out Devils. 19. 


» 15.36. 
He fed * 4000 at one time , and « mar.rs. 


b 5000 at another, with 5 or 7 Loaves, 30. 
and a few little Fiſhes. _ 
He healed the © blind, * lame, * deaf, * Mar 8.14 


dumb, 8 maimed,  ſeaveriſh, | bydro- ur got 


: pical, * paralitic, \leprons, and ® Iana- 1 war.17. 


] 


tick 12. 


"Mart. 4-23 


30 Againl} the 
” hires tick perſons. He cared not* green y 
-** 51. wounds only, but ancient inveterates 
* Mat.920 Afaladies of * 12, of £38 years conti-y 
: 4055+ nuance, oe that was born blind. | 
Hexſedno _— nor Potions, no} 
Teleſmans or other Charms, but per- 
4 Mutter, formed all theſe'things by a 4 touch} 
LNat.9-20 of his Hard or of his* Garment. He 
f Mar. 8.6, healed f abſext perſons as well as pre-} 
$ Joh. 5-5- ſent, 8 he ſpcke the word only and they} 
were healed. iz 
»Mar.s.qs HE raiſed to life the Daughter ofl 
 Lak.q.11 k Tayrus, the i Widows Son at Naim? 
. _— his Friend* Lazarss, and ! many bor; 
{Mat.27. dies of the Saints. Many of which? 
52* healed and. raiſed perſons lived till 
Tef. Eccl. about” Trajar's tune, as Quadratus 
— Diſciple of the Apoſtles affirmed in?! 
Annot.p.tx his Apology to Hadrierx the — 
rour. | 
 Likea ſtrong man armed he caſt 
out Devils, whatever kind they" 
were of he quickly diſlodged them} 
_ g = that foaming and tearing Devil} 
* which withſtood. the power of his 
Diſciples, and threw down and tore the! 
poſſeſſed perſon, even as he was yet" 
coming 
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; coming to Chriſt hi»:ſelf5, he preſent- 
: by rebuked, and healed the child, and 
e 


livered him to his Father. 
Neither their log poſſeſſcon, nor 


| their z»xbers could ſecure them, he 
| caſt ® ſever at once out of Mary Mag-* Mar.is 
dalen, and an ® whole Legion — 3 
certain man of the Country of the 

| Gadarens, who had been poſſeſſed 

by them a /org time. 


A Luk. $8.29 


Moreover, for atteſtation to the 
truth of hisGoſpel, he delegated all this 
power to others,to the * 12 Apoſtles,to *Mat.rory 


= the#70 Diſciples : *He bequeathed it OS 
7 to Believers at his death, and they alſo 1.-g. 

1115 received and exerciſed this pl 

| natural power, 


uper-- Marat 
T have given 4 few inſtances of the 
Supernatural Wiſdom and Power of 


Chriſt ſo{ztarily conſidered: The 


* Hiſtory of the Goſpel affords us many 
: Examples wherein they were glori- 
: oully combined. 


By his Knowledgef he foretold his - #16. 


21. 


| Reſurreion, he 8performed it by his naarad.s. 


Power. By his Divine Underſtand- NR 
zng he® foreſaw his Aſcenſion, and by 2.9. 


the 


32  Againlt the 
Luk,24. the Power of his Divinity heCf} 1; 
57. aſcended. F = n 
He aſcended, and by his Power he | 
fulfilled the Predictions and Promiſes | .. 

> AR. 2.4. which he had made. He ſext down | 
the Holy Spirit, and ſhed forth the gifts | 
of ſupernatural] Wiſdom and Power | p, 
upon his Apoſtles. | Y (h 
. Not to mention the Apparition of Þ ;; 
ID ?”, Angels, and of Chriſt himſelf, the® F 14, 
* 10. Bath. Kol. the ©Extaſies, * Dreams, || ;,, 
a nl7: Viſcons, and * Impulſes which were þ « (| 
*16.6,59. g1ven them for their ows aſſurance: Þ (,, 
That they might be enabledtopreach I q,, 
the Goſpel to all Nations,and deliver | for 
to the world thoſe Scriptures whereof | ©, 
we are ſpeaking, they hadfthe word || þjn 
« Gor.18.9 of Knowledge and of Wiſdom and | 


/ 
of Faith, and the gift of divers | pg, 
Tongues , and interpretation of || ,,;| 
Tonexes beſtowed upon them. poſe 


And to juitifie their Do@Grine to ' ver 
the Ages preſent and to come, they || and 
had the Gifts of Propheſie , and of || ye, 
Healing, and of Miracles. | the 

thp. 41. | John (the beloved Diſciple) heard | byn 
a roice as it were of a Trumpet, talk- | ſtan 
ing with him, which faid, Come -up | cyl; 
hither, | 
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hither, and I will ſhew thee thines 
which ſhall be hereafter; and imme- 
diately he was 1n the Spirit, and re- 
| ceived the Revelation. 

*Paut at Apoſtle (though born out *Att27, 
of due time) came to Viſions and *'® ** 
| Revelations , he twice foretold what 
{ ſhould happer to the $hip where- 

in he was carried Priſoner to Rome. 
| He foretold the Þ Apoitacy of the lat-» ;rhe's. 
| ter times, the riſing of Antichrift, 
| © the perallons times which ſhould<2Tim.z x 

come upon the world in the laſt 
days. 4 Agabus a Believer at large, a 
| foretold the Famine which was to «* _— 
come upan all the world, f and the fa&.s.13; 
binding of Paxlat Jeruſalem, &c. 
| But the Inſtances of ſupernatural 
Power exerciled in healing of Diſeaſes, 
raiſing the dead, E confounding the Op- 
 poſers of their Doctrine, and in (e- 

O |! veral other kinds by the Apoſtles, 
Y and their Companions and Adbe- 
ff | rents , the Preachers and Writers of 
the Dodrine of the Goſpel, are ſo a- 
d Þ bundantly delivered in the New Te- 
= | ſtament, that I ſhall not offer at part1- 
| Culars. C Tr 
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34 Againlt the 

Ir the 4. of the As we find all the 
Apoſtles praying 8uefuuady, that God 
would itretch forth his hand to heal, & 
that ſigns and wonders might be done 
by the Neme of his holy Child Jeſws. 
And immediately the place was ſha- 

ken, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power. 

The particular Afracles of parti- 
cular perſons are recorded. In' one 
word, they went and preached eve- 
ry where the Doctrines which are 


written in the Goſpel 3 the Loraf 
working with them , and confirming} 


their words by mighty ſg and wor-| 


- 


ders, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This ks the it of "4 _ , 
Fad, as it is propounded in the Ne 
Teſtament : | conclude therefore, that. 
ſuppoſing matters of Fa@# to be trul 
delivered 1n the New Teſtamen 
there is 20 reaſon to doubt of the Di 
Frines delivered by Chriſt or his 
poſtles, relating to ſaith or manner: 
And I come to the conſideration « 
the laſt and extreme Opinion of th: 
Anti-ſcripturilſts, 


| is moſt agreeable to Reaſon.) 
f C1 


Aatk(cripturiſts. 


IV. The laſt Opinion,is of thoſe who 
deny the truth of the Relation of mat- 
ters of Fad delivered in the New Te- 
ſtament, and in conſequence rejed the 
whole body of the Scriptures. 

I could wiſh there were xo ſuch as 
theſe, and that what I have yettoſay 
were altogether zeed/eſ5 for that rea- 
ſon. | 
But what means then the publick 
Rumors which we hear 2 and 
whence 1s an Opinion gone into the 


# world, that ſome great Philsſophers 
and men of gererons reaſon are diſ- 


ſatisfiedconcerning the truth of Scri- 
pture, and- believe the Anthority of it 
to be wholly derived from the Mag- 
ſtrate. 

In reference to theſe I ſhall endea- 
vour, | 

I. Briefiy, toſhewthat the ground 
upon which theſe #ſemer and Phi- 
loſophers reje@ the Scriptures, is con- 
trary tothe Keaſor of mankind. 

2. To evince, that the belicf of the 
Divine  Anthority of the Scriptures 
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36 Againſt the 


of thoſe (amongſt us Chriſtians) that 
reject the body of the Scriptures, I do 


than this. 

They have often called upon Belie- 
vers, Paſtors perhaps, or DoFors in 
the Church, for a clear and undeniable 
evidence of the truth of the ſlory of 
the Goſpel, and they have zof atiord- 
edit: therefore they conclude , the 
Scriptures are tobe - rang 


Diſputation , of men' pretending to 
the depths of Reaſon and Philoſophy ? 

To give a man a clear and ande- 
niable evidence of any thing , there 
are but two ways, viz. To convince 
either his Senſes or his Underſtand- 
ing; the former whereof 1s to be done 
by Experiment, the later by Demon- 
ſtration. 

Would they have now an Experi- 
»ent whether ſuch or ſuch a thing 


r. As forthe Argument and ground 


not remember to have heardofother | 


But js this the reaſoning of gene-| 
ron:Wit2and men of mighty deeds in} 


were done 16 or 1700 years ago? 


Would they have a demonſtration ol! 
parti-! 


5... 2 as = XxX "1M \w ww . 
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particulars, 1n their nature ans 


to be done Or 2:0t to be done, depend- 
ing upon the liberty of Cauſes? 

Well were it for the world, if theſe 
Beaux Efprits would have the pati- 
ence, and endure the ſatiene of ac- 
quainting themſelves wzththe ways of 
knowledge ( Experiment and Demon- 

ration) it would not then be trou- 
bled with the dangerous Impertinency 
of ſuch Pretenders. 

Then theſe men would not call for 
Experiment ina ſubje&t uncapable of 
it, and (being inſtructed that Demon- 
{tration is only of UVr7zverſal Propoſt- 
tions in materia neceſſaria , Whole con- 
trary Poſitions imply a contradidion) 
they would 4zow, that to demand 
this kind of evidence of the truth of 
the ſtory of the Goſpel, 1s to be ab- 
ſurdly ;judicions, and toadF contrary 
tothe Reaſon of mankind. 

For ſeeing we may not with cj- 
vility ſuppole this principle to be 
advanced only for the deftruition 
of Religion, and the rxine (or at 
leaſt undeniable hazard ) of the 
C 3 Souls 


; Againlt the 
Souls of men 5 We onght to believe | 
that theſe Philoſophers intend this asa |} 
general Maxim: that (in matters |} (0 
& at leaſt of moment men ought not to 
« adventure to af, but upon clear and | 1 
© undeniable evidence, and (\peaking þ 
« properly) that wiſe men ought to be- 
lieve.nothing at all. Wherefore let | hy, 
#s ſuppoſe this tor a general principle, 
and conſider what will follow. 


28 


Setting aſide the knowledge of the 5 
AfﬀeTions of a few Lines and Numbers, or 
15 not all learning to be caſt away? | ti 
AMuft not the Civil World of mankind | xe 
be brought to ſwift coxſuſron? muſt ( 
not z2anukind it (elf, in a few days | (1 
cometoanend ? l» 

Suppoſe a SubjeF ſhould not yield þ4 
his Obedience, or a Tenant his Rent, 6 
till Titles be made out byExperiment t 
or Demonſtration. Sxppoſe the Hws- X 
band-man and the Merchant, the Ar- t 


_ tificer, the Souldier, the Banker, and 
ay "the Judge ſhould not adventure, but 
ſtay for the aſſurance of Experiment 
or Demonſtration,would not the whole 

world be confounded? 


Suppoſe 


: 


Suppoſe men ſhould not marry, nor 


{ take Phyſickh, nor eat or drink till they 


ſhould have clear and wndeniable 
evidence , that all theſe things are 


+ whatthey ſuppoſe, and ſhall ſucceed 


according to expeFation, would not 
mankind quickly be ſpent, and 
broughtto an end ? 

If the management of all humane 
concernments, Political, Oeconomi- 
cal, Perſonal, proceed upon the 
grounds of Belief and Hope, and ra- 
tional (but not demonſtrative) infe- 
rence. If neither theſe Philoſophers 
(if they would conlider) nor a»y 
other Perſon, either ever did, or poſſeb- 
ly conld, pertortn any one aFion , up- 
on ſachevidence, as theſe men require 
concerning the truth of the ſtories of 
the Scripturez then to rejed them for 
want of ſach evidence, 1s repugnant to , 
the Reaſon of mankind. 

IT proceed therefore to my ſecond 
aſſertion, that the Belief of the Di- 
vine Authorizy of the Scriptures is moſt 
agreeable to reaſon. 

That the Divine Authority of all the 

C 4 Scriptures 
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Scriptures of the 0/4 and New Te- 
ſtament, are wxndeniably concluded 
from ſuppoſition of the truth of the 
Relation or Hiſtory of matters of fa&# 
in the New Teſtament, I have alrea- 
dy ſhewn: And that the rejeion of 
all Hiſtory is againſt the Reaſon of 
mankind 1s evident, becauſe all man- 
kind receive ſome Hiſtory or other : 
wherefore [ ſhall briefly ſhew, 

I. That the Hiſtory of the New 
Teſtament hath all thoſe advantages 
whereof any Hiſtory is capable. 

2. Thatithath greater adyantages 
than any other Hiſtory. 

1. The Arguments inducing men to 
the belief of any hiſtorical Relation, 
areall of thein 

i Ab intra, Internal, from the 1.Cre- 

[| dibility and 8cibility of the Ob- 
7 ject. 2. The Knowledge and In- 
teerity of the Writers. 3. The 
way and manner of writing, 
146 extra, External, The 1. Re- 

ception of it inthe world. 2.Con- 

current teſtimonies of ſtrangers. 

3. The Conceſſzons of Adverſa- 

ries, and the like. 
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In all which particulars, no HiStory 
in the world can juſtly pretend any 
advantage above that of the New 
Teſtament. 

1. Forthe Credibility, Objeda,and 
Cognoſlcibility of it. 


I. To ſay that inſtances of ſaper- gz, je, 


natural Power and Wiſdom are impoſ*- 
(ble, 1sto deny the power of God and 
his providence in governing the 
world : And to ſay that ſuch things 
are incredible, as are and have been 
attually believed, in all times, and by 
all forts of perſons, Jews ad Gentiles, 
Chriſtians and Mahometans ( a few 
Atheiſtical perſons only excepted) 1s 
an abſurdity. 

The Hiſtory that we ſpeak of, pre- 
tends to no Tntrigzes or Cabaliſtick, 
Counſels,or Myſterzes ofState,but corr- 
teins 1t (elf withinthe /imzts of things 
Viſible and Audible, things that were 
done or ſpoken; (o that no Hiitory 
can have advertage over it, reſpedu 
Objed;. 

2. As for Knowledge 1n the deli- 


Verers, I ſhall ſhew it by a brief 7- 
| duction. 


The 
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The whole New Teſtament conliſts of 


the Books of the Revelation, Epiſiles, 
Ads of the Apoſtles, and the Goſpels. 

The Anthors of the Epiſtles and 
the Revelation, in the Narrative parts 
of them, deliver the things done or 
ſpoken to or by themſelves, and could 
not be 7gnorant of their own experi- 
ENCCs. 

The Book of the 4Fs contains ſome 
things done by or to the ref# of the 
Apoitles , but chiefly the concern 
ments of Faul; and it was: written 
by Lake,who was anindividual Com- 
parion of Paul, and intimately con- 
verſant with the rei of the Apoſtles. 

For the things Related in the Go- 
fpel of S. Luke, he faith they were 
delivered to him by thoſe who from 
the beginning were Eye-witneſſes of 
the works, and Minifers of the Word, 
and his Hiftory agrees with the other 
 Evangeliſts. 

The Goſpel of S. Mark hath z«- 
thing which 1s not in S: Matthew or 
S. John, and was diGated by S. Petery 
the Head of the Apoi7les. 

S. Matthew was an Apoſile, and S. 

John 


John the Boſom Apoitle of Chrift. 
The Apei#ks were choſen by him for 
Witneſſes of his Words and AdGions, 
they were with him from the begin- 
ning of his Ainiftry, continued with 
him till his death, converſed with him 
till his 4/ce-ſior 5 That which they had 
heard, which they had ſcen with their 
Eyes, which they had looked on, which 
their hands had handled of the word 
of life , that they delivered in writing 
to the World : And more thanthis no 
Writer or Relater of Hiifory can pre- 
tend to. 

2. For Arenments of their fince-*Cor.s. 8; 
rity , they have left * Precepts of Ve- _— 
racity, and Þ prohibitions of lying,un-» Jamnne 
der pain of Hell torments, the” Lake EPh-4-25- 
that burneth with fire and brimitone: *? pag 
They have * proteited that they did not 22.15. 
follow cunningly deviſed Fables; that —_— 
they did things ſmmcerely as 1n the ſight 
of God. 

They have appealed to the ſearcher 
of hearts : The God and Father of onr 
Lord Jeſws Chriit knoweth that T lie 
not. The things which 1 write unto 
30, behold, before God Tlye not, Gal. 1. 

20, ſaith S.Paul, They 


tTheſ.2.3, They have left behind them vari- 
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4- ous iniFances of their implicity and 
godly ircerity in repreſenting their 
failings to the world, and of candour 
and ingenuity in diſtinguiſhing the 
ditates of their own Reaſon from the 
inſpirations of the Holy Spirit: I ſpeak 
by permiſſion, not by commandment 
of the Lord: This ſay I, not the Lord; 
Thus \t 1s according to my judgment, 
Cc. 1 Cor. 7. 

But beſides all this, let the matter 
be eſtimated acccording 'to common 
reaſon : If theſe men hid deviſe 4a 
Fable and impoſe it upon the world, 
what end could they propound to 
themſelves in ſo doing? was there 
any profit in being deititute of all 
things? or pleaſure 1n being perſe- 
cuted, affiFed, and tormented ? or ho- 
our in being counted Fools and Mad- 


was gone, and all worldly hopes were 
gone away with him : 1} they were 
not bound in Corſczexce, and in $pi- 
rt, 


rit 3 what obligation had he laid up- 
on them to labour and ſuffer tor his 
honour as they did? 

Toomit the ſeverity of his behavi- 
our to them, He called them off from 
their Yocations, Peter, and Andrew, 
James, and John from their Fiſhing, 
Metthew from his Cuſtomers place, the M*-9-9- 
reſt accordingly. 

They forſook their Nets , their mar, 4.20. 

* $hips, their Relations, and all their 22, 
intereſ#s,and followed him. 

And this they did ( clearly 'and 
plainly) believing that he was to be 

a Great Temporal Prince, and in 

hopes of Preferment under him. In 

this ExpeCtation they continued to 

the laſt minute of his converſation o 
with them upon Earth, and he per- 

mitted them ſo to do. 

Their laſt words to him were deli- ig, ; 
vered in thisqueſtion, Lord wilt thou at 
this time reſtore the KingdomuntoIſrael? 
Of the thing it ſelf they never 
doubted , they ozly defire to be ;#- 
formed of the time, 

Now after ſo long expe@ation # 
"Conſider his Arfiver. His 


Again the 

His Anſwer was this, It is not for 
gou to know the times, &c. but ye ſhall 
receive power when the Holy Ghoſt i 
come upon you, and ye ſhall be witneſ- 
ſes of me unto the utmoi? parts of” the 
earth; and immediately he vaniſhed 
away. 
Was this an anſwer to their Queiti- 
on? or a ſatisfaFion to their expe: 
tation? Was this an Obligation laid 
upon them ? If he had not ſent down 
the Holy Ghoſt, this would have 
moved them indeed , but it would 
have been to rage and indignation ; 
this would have obliged them indeed, 
but it would have been to detef# and 
abhor the name and memory of him 
that had abxſed them. But for the 
honour of his name, not their own,they 
did and ſuffered. all things, and glo- 
ried init. Ar irreſragable argument 
of their ſincerity in the. things which 
they delivered. 

3-Of the internal Arguments for the 
belief of Hiitory, there remains only 
the Confederation of the way and man- 
er of writing. 

Hiitories then carry their own cre- 
dentials 


Anti-lcripturifts, 
dentials in them, when the principal 
parts of them are delivered with ſuch 
cirenmſtances of times, places, and 
perſons, as may render them liable to 
Examination, and Reſutation, if they 
contain any falſhood 1n them. 

And in this particular, no Hiſtory 
hath any advantage over that Hiſtory 
whereof we are ſpeaking, as will be 
evident to him that conliders it tho- 
rowout. 

Concerning John the Baptit, it 1s 


recorded, that he was born ſome few Luk.1.s; 


Months before —_ that his Adothey 
was Elizabeth, that his Father was Za- 
chariah, a Prie$# of the Courſe of 4- 
b:a,that they lived in the Hill-Country. 
He began to preach in the 15. of Ty- 
berizs , Pilat being Governour of 
_ , Herod Tetrarch of Galilee, K3-1- 
is Brother Phzlip Tetrarch of 7tarea, 
and of the Region of Trachomitis, 
and Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilene. 
Punctual and particular. 
Soon aſter this he was 1mpriſoned 
and kd by Herod , br ror Fide 


hending him about Herodias, all which #2. Aur. 
were matters of Fa#, very eafie, ify,. 


falſe, 


48 Againl the 
falſe, to have been refuted. 
Concerning Chris, his birth 1s \ta- 
ted to have been at a time the moi? 
remarkable that ever was, when the 
whole world was taxed by Aneuitus, 
inthe days of Herad, when Cyrenius 
was Governour of Syria; the place ea- 
ſe to be enquired of, it was in a 
Manger, in an Inne, in a Tow that 
Mic.s.2. Was a little one among the thouſands 
of Jud, caſte to be examined: 
When he was about 3o years old,he 
Luk.3.23- was Baptized of Johx, & within a few 


Mat.4. 6. - 


days afterhe called his Apoſtles; and in | 


leſs than four years (pace he performed 
all his »zzghty Works, whereof I ſhall 
mention only ſome few particulars. 
| AtCana 1n Galilee he turned Water 
- 11, into Wine, at a Wedding, where was 
Mar. 9.18. much company. He raiſed the Davgh- 
Mar8.s, #7 Of Jayrms, the Ruler of the Syna- 
gogxe, there was but one in that place, 
ſhe was his only Daxghter,and about 12 
years Old. He healed the Servant of 
Luk. 78. that Centurion that had built a Syna- 
Logue: Can any thing be more particu- 

ar? 
job-11.18 At Bethany, 15 Furlongs from Je- 
ruſalen, 
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nuſelem, a few days before his death, 
he raiſed Lazarss after he had been 
dead four days. Could any thing be 
more exaninable? | 

His death was at Jernſalem, at the 
time of the Paſſeover, a time of great- 
eſt annual concoxrſe inthe world, and 
then it is ſid, that the Sun was dark- 
ened, the Veil rent, the Rocks torn a- 
pieces, the Graves opened. Canany 
thing be more refatzble than theſe 
things, if they had been falſe ? 

So likewiſe for the Apoſiles. The 


Dorcas at Joppe, the paſſages with 
Cornelis Caprain of the Band called 
the Ital;arn Baud at Ceſarea, and ma- 
ny other aFs of Peter. The increpe- 
tion of Barjeſis at Paphos, in the pre- 
ſence of Sergins Paulus the Governour. 
The healing of a Cripple at Lyſtra, in 
the preſence of the Prieſt of Japit-r, 
belides many other aFs of Paul, and 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, are ſocircum- 
ſtantiated ia the Hiſtory, that if falſe 
they might have been very eahily 
contradifed. 


D But 


| healing of Zneas at Lydada, railing of #9. $3- 
Os 
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| But beſides all theſe, this Hiſtory 
_ contains a Narration of things done 
and faid, not only by perfons well 
affected , but by Herod and Pontin 
Pilate,and the Roman Governonrs, by 
the Phariſees, the Scribes, the High 
Prieits , and the Sanhedrim; all of 
them Ememies bothto the Hiſtorians 
and the Hiſtory? and if any of theſe 
things had been convided of falſhood, 
would not the credit of the whole 
Goſpel have (at once) been atterly 
overthrown ? 


T conclude therefore, that in reſpes 2 


of internal Arguments for belief, no 
Hiſtory hath, or indeed can have any 
advantage above the Hiitory of the New 
Teitament. 

2.As for External Areunents, I cat 
but name them. Though the whole 
world 7»tereſſed. themfelves againf 
the ſtory (fo examinable as you have 
heard) though the Books were extant, 
while the #zezory of things was re 
cent, Matthew within ſeven years, 
Mark within clever, Luke about twent) 
ſour, poſt mortem Chriſtizthe Fpiſiles of 


Peter 
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Peter atid Paul within thirty yeats, all 
the reſt, intra unizs hominis etatem,yet 
yo mart could ever convince them of 
falſhood. 

The fories were received by men 
of the greateſt Wiſdom, Learning, and 
Virtue amonglt the Greeks and La- 
tines. Many of the hardeſt paſſages 
were. atteſted and confeſſed by Ene- 
mies and UVnbelievers. 

The* Authors owned by Julian : the * cyrill c; 


Miracles confeſſed by Celſus : the man 


| *hecking of the operation of the Devil « puſs, 
| by Porphyrizs: 4 the Darkneſs and *TertioHis 


Farthquake at the death of Chriſt by £2417» 
Thatlis and Phlegon Trallianus Lord yg 
Crucifixion of chriſt ( by P:latunder _— 
Tiberizs) by Tacitus: And in one*15.44- 
word, The entire Volume o the $cri- Annalium 
ptares, the very ſame which our Church 

receives (by virtue of the belief of the 

Hiſtory of the Goſpel) * befire any ge-t Athanaſ, 
neral Conncil, or the time of Conſtan- Symol. 
tine, without any Convocation of the oy 
Clergy, or imperial Edi& for that pur- Vide Theo- 
poſe , was inſtinftu quodam Chri- — ox 
kiano, gererally received by all Chri- Lar.van, 


a ſtians, 


o2 


Againſt the 
flians, and the world made Chrji- 
ſtians. 

In a of all theſe Arguments, | t, 
znternal and external, I might have p 
juitly ſaid, that the Hiftory of the 
Goſpel hath the advantage of any & 
ther Hiftorj; but ſeeing there ate} jt 
ſome particulars wherein the advan i ( 
zages are ſigfer-exrinent,] (hall ſpeak a u 
little of that diſtin#ly by it ſelf, and} | 
ſoconclude. " 

2. Theſe advantages I (hall reducef} « 
to two heads, Teſtimoniumsf Rei. 

4 Det. 


ſider, p 

I. Oppoſition to 

2. Paniing of the Goſpel, J 

I. Never any ſtory was ſo much} 4+ 

oppoſed as the Books and Hiſtory of theÞ} of 
New Teſtament, by Jews and Gentiles, th 
_ World and by the Devil. to 

he begintings and propagation olf 
the Goſpel was by tlie Jews maliciouſ) 
and ſtremuonſly oppoled in the timer} w, 
of —_ and his Apoſtles, and in all} yo 


' ſucceeding Generdtions. ra! 


Le 
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bri- Leſt all men ſhould believe in Chrift jc.11.q8 
(becauſe of his Miracles) the Rulers 
#1, | took counſel to deſtroy him, the Peo- 
avepy ple cryed out to have him Craci- 
the fied. 
y & _ laſt errour (as they called Mat.29.64 
ares it) ſhouldbe worſe than the firſt, they 
vary ſcaled up his Sepulchre, and ſet a watch 
th. upon it 3 andlaſtly, ſaborned the Soul- 
andÞ} Jjers to ſay,that his Diſciples came by 
night while they were ſleeping (how 
lucef could they &rowthis?) and ſtole him 
away. 
at the firſs Miracle wrought by 
:ON-Þ Peter and Fu might not ſpread a- — 
mong the People, the Rulcrs and Elders 
and Scribes, Annas and Cai4phas, and 
Johz and Alexander, and all the Kin- 
uchy dred of the High Prieſt,laid hands up- 
the} on them, and put them in hold, and 
les, threatned and commanded them not 
to ſpeak, at all in the Name of Je- 
2 of MM. | 
w/} when Stephen had uttered his y AR-7. 57, 
me!} mony, the people cried with a loud 
all} voice , and ſtopped their Ears, and 
rar upon him with one accord, and 
Leſl | D 3 cas 


% 


UM, 


AR.g-2. 
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caſt him out of the City, and ſtoned 
him. 

Wherever they met with Believers, 
Afen or Women, they haled them 1in- 
to Priſon, breathing out threatnings 
and ſlaughter. Wherever. they met 
with the Preachers, they oppoſed and 


AR.13-45 blaſphemed, they tumultuated , they 


14+ 2+ 
13-50, 


ſtirred the Gentiles, they en- 
raged the chief men of the Cities 
and the honourable women againlt 
them. 

The inſtances of their m.licions op- 
poſition, 1n all ages of the Church, are 
{o many as are not to be zumbred 1n 
a few Minutes, but would require ma- 
ny aays only to 4me them. 

They firſt ſtirred up Nero to perſe- 
cute the Chriſtians, they contrived the 


Eſ1.4-15* Jeath of Polzcarpws , they ſtood by; 


and inſulted over the d [ing Martyrs} 
in a word, whoever ſhall read the ſto- 
ries of primitive times, he will find 
that the Jews were generally the $ct- 
ters and [nformers againſt theAgurtyrs, 
and the Brokers for their Goods af- 
ter Execution; And the Hiſtories of 


our | 
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our own and other Nations will ſhew 
us the height of their x4alice, and the 
continuance of it. | 

Now, be{tde the little Nation of the 
Jews, the reſt of the whole world, 
when this Hiſtory began to be publiſh» 
ed, and the Books written, were Hea- 
ther, nniverſally devoted to the Devil, 
whom therefore our 82vzorr (tiles, 
the Prince of this world, 

Aud now that feud which had de- 
pended betwixt the ſeed of the Serpent 
and the ſeed of the woman 4000 
years, was by the pxerching and 
writing of thele things brought to a 
Crilts. . 

The profeſſed and declared deſign of 
the Goſpel, was to drive the Devil 
out of his Dominion; Notwithitanding 
the antiquity of his poſſeſſzon, the un- 
verſality of his Church, and the con- 
ſent of all Nations, whereby he held 


his title. Notwithitanding his Em- 


pire was He by Governours and 
Laws, an fortified by the Arms 


and actual ſtrergth of all the world, 
he ſaw,that it the Goſpel were not ſup- 
D 4 


preſſed, 


Deut.7, 
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preſſed, a little time would ſpoil the 
pride of all his glory, that m a -o- 
ment he ſhould fall like lightning from 
Heaven. 

That he ſhould be exorciſed ont of 
the bodies which he poſſeſſed: That 
Ins famons Orackes ſhould ſoon be put 


to ſence: his gorgeous Temples and |} © 

Images ſhould be torn down, his My- 
Teries and lying wonders (et at | B 
nought : That Prayers and Yows | m 
would be »»ade to him no more, and & t} 
heſbould -eaſe to be celebrated in the |} of 
Songs Of his Poets, and Hymms of his |} al 
Hierophante. rt 
That his revelling Feitivals would | ſe 
be turned to wonrning, no more gifts | # 

would: be preſented , no beaits, nor 
children, women or men ſacrificed up- || © 
On his Altars. "= 
The Contention was de rerum ſunm- | P 
ma. (pro aris & focis) and his rage |} 0 
was kindled accordingly : He ſam- | d 
ons together all his wiles and firata- || # 
gems, he muiters all his forces, he | t« 
founds an Allarm to the world, ſtirs |} at 
ap young and od, rich and. poor, alt | e 
| ages, | tl 


of | ſuppreſſing theſe Books, and deſtroying 
at f| the Belzevers of them, to eraſe the me-- 
ut | ory of the Goſpel, and aboliſh it for 
ad |} ever. 
ſy- The people were enraged againſt the 
at |} Believers, as againſt the common Enc- 
ws | my of mankind, and pro ſolenni ſao, 
1d | they /landered them with unthought 
he | of wickedneſs, they imputed to them 
is | all the calamitiesof the world: And 
required them to death: $i Tiberis 4- 
Id | ſeendit in menia---Chriſtianos ad Leo- 
tr | nes--- | 
Ir Againſt theſe Bcoks, the Learned 
5- | employed their Learning, and the 
" | Witty employed their Wit. Celſas, 
2- | Porphyrizs, Jamblichus, Hierocles, and 
7 | other Philoſophers, endeavoured to 
;- | diſpute them out of the world. Sym- 
;- | mrachus and Libanixe, and other Khe- 
e | tors to declaim them away. Julian 
's | and Lxcian and other Scoptick wits, 
+ | endeavoured to jeer and droll away 
» | the credzt of them. Mean 
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does, ſexes, conditions, the people 


wife and unwiſe, the CommonsSouldiers gry, c,c. 
and Commanders, Counſellors and. 1. 


Judges , \Senate and Emperonrs, by 


58 


d Plin. Ep, 
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- Mean while the Serators and Law- 
yers employ themſelves to deſtroy the 
Books, by ſiretching againſt them 
the ancient Laws againſt bringin 
in Foreign Religions, and how. ue 
Magical and Fetidical Books: And 
to deftroy Books and Believers by 
New Lews made for that purpoſe, a- 
gainlſt ® Combinations ( Heterie)' $4- 
criledge, Treaſon, the Law that none 
ſhould buy or ſell, or draw water with- 


out Thurification to the Gods, and the | 


like. 

By force of theſe they perſecute the 
Believers, as Enemies to the Common- 
wealth, and Traytors to the Emperonr, 
as ſacrilegious perſons, and contem- 
ners of Religion. 

The people ſometimes rig upon 
them without any Fdi#, ſometimes 
by virtue of Edifs Imperial or Pro- 
conſular. 

From the beginning of the Goſpel to 
the end of Diocleſſan and Miximian, 
this was the ſtate of Believers; 

Their 8criptures were forbidden to 
be read, and required to be burned; 

their 
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their Oratorjes and (obſcure) Churches 
were pulled 1n pieces ; their Eſtates 
were plundered and confiſcate; their 
bodies were impriſoned and tormented; 
Fire and Sword, hot Iron Chairs and 
Coffins, Gridirons , and Cauldrons, 
Hooks, Stakes, and Gibbets, the Teeth 
of Lions, and Tygers, &c. were their 
portion. 

It cannot be ſhewed, that ever any 

Book, or Story.,met with equal Oppo- 
tion. 
2. Conſider then how it prevailed, 
how quickly and largely , how deeply 
and effeFually, although the Precepts 
were not contrived to ſollicit the Af- 
feFions, nor the DoFrinesto court the 
Reaſon of men. 


39 


At one Sermon of Peter 3000, at ag, 4t. 


another 5000 were converted : With- 
ina few ycars after the death of Chriſt 


we find by S. Peter, that the, Goſpel *F&1-t+ 


was preached throughout Pontvs, Ga- 
latia, Ca padocia, Alia, Bithynia > and 
Paul had planted it from Feruſalem 


round about to 1yricum: Belides what ,g,,,, 


was done by other Apoſeles,in the Pro- 
vinces afſligned them at the Council 
of Jeruſalem, , Within 
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Within 66 years this graze of 1Mu- 
ftard ſced was become a Tree, Pli- 
#y Proconſul of Zithynia (to whom 
the care of Religion, ex officto, 
did appertein) appointed by Trajarx 
to ſuppreſs the Chriitians, he writes 
to him, that this Belief was Longe [a+ 
teqz diffuſa Civitates, Vicos, Agros, im 
pletos Chriſti cultoribus. 

During the ſecond Century , \t had 
ſhot out great branches, the boughs of 
this Tree wereſtretchedout, Hefterni 
ſumus & veſtra omnia implevimus. 
Tertulliax reckons up the knows parts 


Adv.Jade- of the World, in quibus omnibus Chri- 


0, c.7,8. 


ſti nomen regnat, andconcludes, big; 
porrigitur, creditur, colitur, regnat, a- 
doratur. 

And laſtly , During the third (5 
morte Chriſti) the Fowls of the air,and 
Beaſts of the field lodged under the ſha- 
dow of it : The Net drew good and 
bad to ſhores the Roman Emperour 
and Empire declared themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, 1.e. Believers and Afſſertors of 
theſe Books : So mightily grew the 
word of God and prevailed. 
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It went on conquering and to con- 
quer, not by the Spirit of the 8word, 
but by the ſword of the Spirit; the 


powers of the Earth, and the gates of 


Hell could not withſtand it; it drove 
the Devil away with all his Temples, 
Idols, Oracles, Prieſts, confine Ser- 
vices, like lightning : So fell the Dra- 
gon, the old Serpent that deceived the 
World, he was caſt out with all his 
train. 

So fell Lucifer the Son of the morn, 
his Friends and his Followers lament- 
ing. 

Grow art thou fallen from Heaven, 9 
Lucifer the Son of the morning ! De- 
ſolata Templa rariſſimus Vidtimarun 


GI 


emptor 1 Some complain of people for- py, 


ſaking of the Gods, others of the Gods 
forſaking their Oracles and Temples, 


and becoming «ſeleſ7 to the World : "M97 


He ſaid I will aſcend into Heaven,and 
exalt my Throne above the Stars, but 
he was ſoon brought down to Hell. 

For the Goſpel like Leaver or Fire 
from Heaven, ſeized upon all that ſtooa 


before it; it /eaven'd Cities, Iſlands, 
Caſtles, 
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Caſtles, Councifs, Camps, the Tribes | 
and Decuries, the Palaces, Senate, 
Pleading-places. 

It took, poſſeſſion of the Learned, 
and the Wiſe, the greateſt and #obleſt 
Wits of the Eaſtern and Weſter# Nati- 
ons : It raiſed up Philoſophers tocon- | 
found the Poilefopey , and zoble Ora- 
tors to confound the Rhetorick where- 
with it waSoppoſed. 

Again(t Celſas it excited Origer, 
againlt Porphyrie, Apollinarius,& Me- 
thodixs; againſt Porphyrie and Hiero- 
cles, Latantizs and Fnſcbins (beſides 
what was written ſpar/m by Jerom, 
An uſtine, Cyril, Oc.) It ſet up Chry- 
Pofom againſt Libanius, Prudentius 
againlt $y»mmachyus and the Rheto- 
FICIANS. | 

And as it ſpread it ſelf laree and | * 
high, ſo where it took peſſeſſron, it | | 
took a deep pofleſſion, Duantum ver- 
tice---tantum radice ; T hole that re- 
ceived 1t truly, received it in the love | 
thereof , it took poſſeſſio» of their | . 
hearts : it penetrated their ſpirits, and 
took its lodging in the inmoſt nets 

0 
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of the ſoul. The Contents of theſe 
Books was their molt precious Pearl, 
and they hd it in their heart. The 
Books themſelves were their greateſt 
avar> 4 freaſure, and rather than they 
would deliver them to be byrned,they 
choſe to ſuffer the loſs of honcur; liber- 
ty, eſtate, Wives, and Children, nay 
even be it ſelf. When Dzocleſan re- 
quired the Scriptures that they might 
be burned, In one Province (Feypt ) 
in one Month, 17000 perſons choſe ra- | 
ther to dye than to deliver them : In ©%3.c3 
compariſon of thele they connted not 
their [zves dear to them 3 the love of 
them was ſtronger than Death, many 
waters could not quench it , neither 
could the flonds drown it. This was 
Teſtrmonnum Ren, and in advantage 
ebove all other Hiſtories, cr Writings in 
the IWorld. | 
2. Moreover they had Teſlimoninm 
Dei.* Indeed all that 1s already ſþo- 
ken is an evidence of a Divine al/:- 
ſtance: But more particularly, God 
gave Teſtimony to theſe Books, by 


1. Theit 


Againli the 

I. Their operation upon Believers of 
them. | 

2. His co-operation with Believers of 
them. — _ 

I. The Goſpel which they conteir, 
was the power of God to every true Be- 
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liever. That which #o Inſtitution 10 | 
Philoſophy, nor Initiation 1n the AMy- 
Wide Orig, fſteries of any -of the Gods, was ever | 


Ecelſ.1.3. able to accompliſh, that was every 
where atchieved by the belief of the 
Goſpel, in a moment. Like a charm 


from Heaven, it ſtilled the paſſions, | 
and mortified the /z/t- of men. What | 


a Beadroll doth Paul reckon up in the 
Corinthians : But ye are waſhed ((aith 


4 Cor.6.y. he,) but ye are ſandGified, but ye are | 
juſtified, in the Name of the Lord Je- | 


ſus, and by the ſpirit of our God. 
Notwithſt,nding all the calummies 
La. de thrown.upon Believers, and the pre- 
AI judice wherewith they were loaded, 
the wrpropitions and reluding world 
were forcibly convinced that the Be- 
- lievers of theſe Books were effetually 
taught to deny ungodlineſ; and world- 
ly lifts, and to live ſoberly, ng, 

an 
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of | and godly. in this preſent world: 
through the cloud of jeroming where- 
with they were encompaſſed ,theit 
imnocency broke forth as the. liebe, 
#7, | and their juſt dealiygas the noox day; 
| the piety, ' loyalty, "Juſtice, charity, 
| magnanimity, patience, meekneſy, and 
” | purityof Behevers of thefe er, cOn- 
| yinced the unbelieving world , that 
God was in them of a truth: for they 
| ' teach as having Authority and Powrr, 
| and not as the writirgs of other 
8cribes. 
| 2. But beſidethe operation of theſe 
| Books upon the Believers, God was 
| pleaſed to give teilimony to them by 
| his co-operation with them in ſiens and 
je- | wonders, and mighty deeds. * 
\ The Hiſtory of the Goſpel tells us, 
that when Chriſt was even now leav- 
| ing the world, he left this Legacy to 
| Believers for confirmation of the 
ld | wrath of the Goſpel; Theſs ſens (ſaid 
| he)/ ſhdll follow them that believe 
1 | In my namethey ſhall cait out Devils; Mara6a9 
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, 'ignind the © 
it ſhall not- hurt them; They ſhall" lay 
hands. on the Sick, and they fall re- 
cane I 

. Nory that this was »eade good, and 
that theſe ſens ((o'long as there was 
weed) were continued among Believ- 
ers, we haye as good aſſurance as we 
can have of eng ezond our Own 
memory Or expergence. 

They have been delivered to-us by a 
Cloud. of Witneſſes 3 by mrex of the 
greateſt Wiſdom. and Learning in their 
Generations, by perſons of ſuch rte- 
grity,; that they /aid down their hives 
4n teifimony of their veracaly 5 deh- 
vered not by hear-fy, but upon their 
certain knowledge; delivered in their 
Diſputations with,, and Apologies to 
the Adverſaries of. Chriitiamity, with 


2 challenge to the examination of the 
truth, or a convidion of the falſiood 


of, them. Inſtances are very witme- 
roxs, I ſhall preduce only a-very ſew. 
Juſtin the Arzrtyr ( who ſuffered 
Anno 165) affirms to Tryphothe Jew, 
that. theſe ſupernatural gifts were 

found in his tz27e among Chriſtians. 
| Irene # 
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Ireneus an Auditor of Polycarp,who 
was a Diſciple of S. John ( ſuffered 
circa 206) «ffirms upon his own &now- 
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ledge , that the gift of Propheſie was : 
then Frequent inthe Church, that ma-1 25." 
ny had the gift of tongues, ipt andi- ©/+.5-41 


vimw; Others caſt out Devils, Others 


| healed Diſeefe , Others raiſed the 


dead; and thoſe raifed perſons conti- 
nued many years amongſt them, pro 
certo. 

Tertull;an in. his Apologetica adver- 
ſus Gentes, affirms that Jam de vobis 
Demonas ejicinnt. 

Origen again(t Celſivs, ſaith, that he 
bimfelf had ſeen by invocatian of 
God, and the Name of Jeſus very ma- 
ny that were delivered from grievous 
maladies,dr' ixcdoxor (alienatione men- 
ts ) warioy x Gor wgioy, 

ot to mention others, S. Angnſtine 

In his Book de Civitate Dei (begun a- 
bout 410, but many years in writing) 
hl. 22.c.8. gives an account of very 
many Miracles done at Hippo, Car- 
thage, and other places, of no great di- 
ſtance, noting times, places, perſons, 
E 2 occa- 
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Againll the, - 
oceaſons, appealine tothe Country, de+ 
mw + a a. terms - the 
—_— aſſurance 5, $cio ego cognoſeo 
eco 5 nos interfuinnme, & oculis noſtris 
«ſpeximns : And in his Retractations, 
Ea que cognoſcimus neq; reſerre weq; 
enumerare poſſumus. 

Other Hiſtories and Writings , and 
the Authors and Believers of them can 
pretend no higher than to the teſtimony 
of men, thele have the teſtimony of 


God alſs : If we -beheve the teſtimo- | 


ny of men, the teſtimony of God 
is greater. 7 conclude therefore, that 


" there is greater Reaſon to believe the Hi- 


ſtory of the New Teſtament than any 0 
ther Hiſtory in the world. 

The ſax of all is this, The Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures is the great 
fundamental and comprehenfive Prin- 
ciple of Chriitianity, which being ad: 
mitted 1t ſtands, and being removed it 
preſently falls to the ground, 

Againſt this therefore the great E- 
nemy of Religion m theſe later day: 
(under pretence of Reaſoxr and Phi- 
toſophy) direfts his Forces, andis {aid 


to 
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Anti-leripturigs. 
to have found a fuccels very perni- 
cious and deplorable. 

I; bymbly conceive that the Reſolu- 
tion of the belief of the Divine Autho- 
rity of the 8criptures into the Decrees 
of Popes, or Determinations of Coun- 
cils with thoſe who call themſelves 
Roman-Catholicks, into private im- 
pulſes and diFates of the Spirit with 
the Enthuſiaſts, and into the-Laws and 


| Edits of Princes and Magiſtrates with 


our new pretenders to Keaſyn and 
Philoſophy, is that exgine whereby the 
Devil bath prevailed to ſcandalize 
the world and caſt it into Antiſcriptu- 
ral infidelity. 

It is for this caſe that I have con- 
ceived it requiſite (after many others 
who have donc worthily) to have re- 
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courſe ( once more) to the Original y;y, pig. 
Reaſon of things , and the common ly. Eſay. 


grounds whercupon mankind doth 
proceed in matters of this nature. 
Where (hoping that I have eſcaped 
the abſurdity of begging the matter in 
Queſtion, diſconrſing 19 a circle, and 
the inconveniences of ſome other me- 


theds) 
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Axaint the, &e. 
thods) I have endeavoured to de- 
_— That ſuppoſing the #r«th 
of the New Teſtament, both 1. The 
Old Teſtament , and 2. The New Te- 
fament are to be received as of Di- 
vine Authority. 

3. Andſuvppoſing matters of fa to 
be truly related, the DoFrinal parts 
are to be believed. | 

4. For the Hiſtorical Relation of 
matters of fa,that there is no ground 
to diſ-believe tt. | 

That for the Reception of it, it hath 
1. All the advantages whereof an Hj- 
ſtory 1s capable. | 

2. Far greater advantages than a- 
ny other Hiſtory. 

Wherefore I conclude, that Al! 
the Scriptures ( 1. e. the Canonical 
Books of the Old Teſtament and the 
Books of the dds were given 
by inſpiration of God. Quod erat 


demonſtrandum. 


FINTS. 


